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Mannies, or male nannies, are the
hottest new trend. Britney Spears
and Gwyneth Paltrow have

them, and Victoria Beckham is
reportedly thinking of hiring one.
But, says Lee France, 25, from
London, there’s more to it than

pushing designer prams

f someone had 1oid me | was

‘ gong 10 end up working as
a male nanny in my 20s, I'd
never have believed them. But

after a stint in a boring hoted
job aged 18, | decided | wanted 10 work
with pecpie n a more direct way. That's
when | ot a job helping out with snging
and art Classes at a nearty nursery

| met lots of parents during my time
there and would often overhear them
talling about how hard it was 1o find
the right nanny for the kids. So one
day | asked one of the mums # she'd
consder hiring a male nanny. “Yes
definitely.” she told me. “if he was the
nght person for the job.*

After gaining another year s expenence
of running an afterschool club for
four- and five-year-okds, | decided to
give full-time nannying a go. So | joined
up with an agency called Tines who
said they were keen 10 take me or

Perry Taylor, a bodyguard,
to look after her two
chiidren after her spid from
Kevin Federiine in 2008
©® Madonna hired a live-in
manny in 2007
to look after
adopted son
David. He was
instructed
never 1o bring back a
girfiriend to the house
@ In 2006 Gwyneth
Paltrow took on a
manny for kids Appile
and Moses
® Liz Hurley is said
to prefer male carers
and hired one for her
son Damian in 2007,
reporiedly to provide a
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At first &t was a bit dishearterung. I'd go
for interviews and do tnais with famdbes
and. even though 1'd get on really wedl
with the mum and kids, the dad wouid
often seem threatened by me and say
he'd preder a fermale nanny
It's just prejudice ~ but t's ndculous.
There's absolutely no reason why |
wouldn't be able 10 look after childrer
just as well as a worman. | think men
actually make befter nanrves, as they're
more willing 10 muck in and get thesr
hands dirty
Luckily lots of farnibes have taken me
on since then, especially those with
boys. and | think the thing that always
aftracts them to me is the fact I'm a
@ood role model. I'm very Clean ang
| don't smoke or QO out and get drunk
m really info healthy eating and I'm
fun and approachable. More ke a bg
brother than a teacher
One of the man concems parents have
5 how 'l feel about dong so-called
“‘women's work”. The first ime | met one
of the tamdes that
| now work for, the mum

‘T'm happy to

relate 10 the children on ther level

ve aiso been asked 10 do the odd bt of
DAY and gardening when there's beer
nothing eise 10 do. | don't have any airs
and graces, and I'm not overly sensitive
about the way things are done — uniike
some female nannes. Some famikes
have said that women can be fussy
when it comes 1o food, whereas Il eat
whatever's put in front of me. And # my
employer wants me 10 make a lasagne
in & parbicular way, I'm happytodo &
The only downside 1o
working as a male nanny

tumed round to me rustls S 1 Can be hard 10 meet
and said, "How would - upa wormen - I'm still single
you feel f | asked you o VICTOTIA SPONYE  Most of the mums

bake a cake” a‘mna‘ muck come into contact with
T'm happy to rustie up have a husband lurking
a chocolate Victora mmwmy in the background! But
sponge #1 have 0. hands dirty’  tcanbeagood puting

laughed. “How havd is

1t to foliow a recipe”

Apart from baking and cooking up
heaithy meals for the kids, | aiso tidy
as | go, athough 'm not a Cleaner
and | aways make that clear It's never
been an issue, though, as most of the
families | work for have cleaners and
housekespers working

for them as well

Most couples assume 'l be good at
the more “male” aspects of chddcare
like taking the kids out to play in the
park and keeping them in line. And
10 De honest, I've never had a problem
with disciphne. | think t's because | can

tactic. I'm happy to talk
about my job with women when I'm out
and they re often really interested n 1t
My mates think 's cool that | get to
spend my days ferryng kids o school
playing in the park and goIng shoppng
| think they're actually quite envious of
the vanety and the perks, ke spending
Christrmas with a family in New York or
getting paxd to sip champagne all day
as an exra pair of hands at 3 party
Of course, things don't always go as
planned. I've bumed dinners before
and once | was sO busy playing with a
toddier in the park that | didn't notice
the cesigner pushchawr roll down the

hill behund me and crash info the lake
The toddier thought ¢ was hilarious

- and thanidully no one was hurt

I'm very proud of what | do. Watching
Children grow and leam and being part
of that process is very rewarding. But
one thing I've leamed from cong this
b is that | defindtely don't want kids.
it's for seffish reasons really Being

a parent 1s a 24-hour job ~ after four
years of nannying | know better than
anyone. | iove the fact that | get to enjoy
themn in the day without the hassle

of Sam wake up calls and reluctant
bedtimes. You have 10 give yourself up
for your kids 100 per cent and | just
can't imagine doing thet. I'm happy
Inving rmy iife without my own children
but when i comes 10 other people’s
kds, the enjoyment s endless.
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